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Intro
Alt Press Fest is 13!* As we welcome you to our 13th festival we want to 
take a look back at the journey here. From the zine collection’s beginnings 
in the basement of the old library building and the first fest in 2008, we’ve 
come a long way!

We’ve weathered the storm of different library administrations, 
fluctuating budgets, and zinesters missing deadlines! The last two 
festivals, we’ve found ourselves in the midst of a global pandemic but 
we are dedicated to getting zines into the hands of SLC residents and 
connecting zinesters. Whether you are just learning about zines or are a 
seasoned artist, we hope you enjoy this retrospective zine. 

Inside, you’ll find photos, memories, and artwork from festivals past. We 
hope you enjoy.

We’d like to thank the many partners and organizations who have helped 
APF over the years, especially the Friends of the Library.

*We actually aren’t entirely sure APF is turning 13…we may have lost count at some point.
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Thank you to the folks who created the collection and APF: especially Julie 
Bartel, Brooke Young, and Clint Watson.

Thank you to past committee members and volunteers who have kept the 
fest going all these years.

And most importantly, thank you to all our local zinesters and artists- 
past, present, and future!

Here’s to the late night scramble to cut and paste, fold and staple. To the 
last minute trips to Kinkos (or your local library!). To leaving zines on park 
benches for strangers to find. And to trading them with our fellow weirdos.

- The APF 2021 Committee
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The City Library’s zine collection was created by 
Julie Bartel in 1997; it was the first of its kind in 
any American library (maybe even the world?).

Zine collection in the old library building, 2002
photo by Julie Bartel

Julie Bartel:
I was working in the Periodicals Department in the sub-basement 
at the old main library (now the Leonardo) and in 1997 I asked 
for a small budget in order to start a tiny collection of alternative 
publications and literary zines. So began the alternative press 
collection at the Salt Lake City Public Library.

       History of the
Zine Collection

The purpose of the collection was
to let patrons know the underground alternative press existed 
and that they were enthusiastically invited to participate in it 
and that we were there to help them do so.



Julie was assisted primarily by Brooke Young who was a teenager at the 
time. The collection grew and they began hosting events and visiting 
community organizations. Today, the City Library’s zine collection 
lives on the 2nd floor and contains over 1,800 zines, all available for 
checkout. The library also has a popular teen zine collection and teen 
zine making club in partnership with Grid Zine Fest. 

Justin Strange:
SLCPL has a really great zine library. Spend some time digging 
through the collection and you'll find something meaningful. 
There is also a lot of history in there. You'll find some zines that 
will change your perception of where you live and the people you 
live next to. For example, if you are into local queer history, you'll 
find old zines from Queer Nation. Highly recommend those.

Zine Collection, 2021
photo by Jeri Gravlin

Zines from the Teen Zine Wall, 2019
photo by Jeri Gravlin

Zine Collection, 2021
photo by Jeri Gravlin



Radical cheerleaders at the 2003 Activist Zine Fair
photo by Julie Bartel

APF’s predecessor was the Activist Zine Fair, first 
held in 2003. The fair included zinesters, small 
presses, activists, and SLC’s Radical Cheerleaders.

Julie Bartel:
I can see the seeds of APF in those early 
Activist Zine Fairs, but it's grown now into 
such an annual force, an event magnitudes 
more successful and long lasting than I 
might have hoped back in the day.

First APF flyer 

       History of

With Clint Watson leading the committee, the very first APF was held in 
2008, as a re-launch of the collection which had begun to be added to the 
library’s online catalog. The festival included workshops, tablers with 
zines for sale, and local musicians performing.



Justin Strange:
Everyone involved the first year had 
a fairly grand vision… APF started 
as a multi-day zine and music fest 
with multiple stages for bands to 
play. We even had official pre and 
post fest parties in collaboration 
with some local bars, Urban Lounge 
being one of them. It was a wild and 
stressful first weekend fest. I'd love 
to see a little of that come back. Not 
the multiple stages... god no.

Tommy Hamby:
As APF established itself over the 
years, the festival culture in SLC 
grew and matured, so by partnering 
with other organizations and asking 
and listening to tablers, we were able 
to create a really well-organized, 
vibrant atmosphere that highlighted 
our local community. So its evolution 
has been… a little less anarchy and a 
little more library?

Amy Childress and Christina Walsh, 2017
photo by Tommy Hamby

2010 Committee



Julie Bartel:
I love that APF brings together such a wide array of related but 
disparate zinesters, activists, artists, and community voices. I love 
that its roots--in the social activism that was central to our vision 
of the zine collection and teen departments at the time--lives on, 
and I love that it's a living embodiment and celebration of the ideals 
that brought me to libraries (and zines) in the first place--freedom 
of expression, a responsibility to challenge gatekeeping, rejection of 
conformity, and vigorous encouragement of participation.

Memories &
       Thoughts on

Tommy Hamby:
I think my favorite part of APF is the defiantly independent spirit in the 
face of growing conglomeration. In the years I was involved, we always 
heard from zinesters how special it was to have a space, even for a day, 
where they could engage with other like-minded folks and talk to readers. 
Something really special happens when you get a bunch of solitary 
weirdos together in one place! 

Rebecca Baker:
APF celebrates not only the art of the zine and small press works but also 
the creators. Those fingers aren’t going to papercut themselves! 

Eliza McKinney:
I remember before I ever tabled at APF, I was very intimidated. I thought 
I would never be cool enough or have enough art to share.  When I finally 
challenged myself to do so, I was surprised to find out that everyone was 
welcoming, open, and excited to share the space with me.

I have also been able to make some of my most valuable friendships by 
sitting next to other zinesters at APF. I have found such a wonderful 
community through tabling; I really can't imagine what my life would be 
like without APF!  

Trin Martin:
APF means sharing your messages or ideas with people that are similar 
to yourself. My favorite part is definitely the community that it builds.



Lexi Johnson, 2019

APF 2018
photo by Tommy Hamby

Since its inaugural festival, APF 
has featured local bands, sock 
puppeteers, book arts workshops, 
zine readings, performance art, 
lectures, dancers, and the iconic 
steamroller printing! At its core, 
APF is a platform for emerging 
artists to sell and share their zines.

Lexi Johnson:
APF, to me, means seeing what 
is possible when everyone in the 
community has the access and tools 
to make art. When I go to APF I see 
the unbelievable spectrum of what's 
possible when all "outsider artists" 
become simply "artists".

Justin Strange:
APF was created to shine light on zines 
and their importance to the literature 
world and as a way of communication 
and community. It's always been an 
underappreciated media and I think 
APF helps elevate the medium and 
the community. It also acts as an 
invitation for others to join in keeping 
zinemaking alive.

Rebecca Baker :
My two favorite memories are when my zine hero Alex Wrekk of Stolen Sharpie 
Revolution, Brainscan Zine, and Portland Button Works spoke at the City Library 
for an APF2017 event. It was a full-circle moment for me, I’ve been reading her 
zines since I was 14. My second favorite memory was when local artist Bianca 
Velasquez created the APF poster artwork for 2018. I got a picture of her at the 
festival with the subject of the artwork: Alethia Lunares!



Brooke Young, 2013

Chloe Monson:
It has been so long since I was physically a part of APF, but it was my first 
time doing anything like it. I was pretty new to the zine world and felt so 
nervous about it all, but right when I got there I was welcomed with open 
arms by everyone. I met so many people that first year that I am still in 
contact with - I even met two people who stumbled into the library while 
on a trip from Las Vegas, and I still am in contact with both of them! 

Rory Donahoe:
I loved how some of us would run into each other in a mad dash at Kinko's 
late the night before trying to photocopy and staple our zines in time. 

Amy Childress:
I have loved being both an organizer and tabler at APF. It has been 
amazing to get to know people within the Salt Lake zine community, and 
see the zines and art they create each year for the festival.  

Amanda Perry :
In 2012 we had Esther Pearl Watson (author of Unlovable) and Mark 
Todd as guests. They hosted a workshop where we created zInes together 
and it was a dream come true for me.

Yoli Perez:
It’s just been lovely to help run community art tables and encourage 
people to play and create, I love seeing their joy or even mild amusement 
at having spent a few minutes to stop and make something cool.

Memories &
       Thoughts on Continued



Artists Bianca Velasquez and
Alethia Lunares, 2018 
photo by Rebecca Baker

Brooke Young, 2013

Amy Childress, 2016

Yoli Perez, 2018

Zine Making, 2019

Esther Pearl Watson, Mark Todd,
Peter Warden and Amanda Perry, 2012



        Hopes for
APF's Next 
                    13 Years

APF 2017

Max
     Barnewitz



Lars Love Letters, Meghan and
Brady Burrows, 2013

Bonnie Cooper, 2013

Artwork: D. Bradford Gambles

APF 2017



Ricky Vigil, 2013

Chloe Monson, Elaine Sayer, and Stephanie Novak



Maddie Prado and Rebecca Baker stuffing mail order 
grab bags, 2020 photo by Jeri Gravlin

Chloe Monson,
APF 2018



Alt Press Fest, 2010

The Hex Press 2019



Robin Banks, 2013

APF 2010 Posters

Valerie Jar Ryan Perkins

Claire Taylor



Evan Jed Memmott,
APF 2013



Steam Roller Print Show in Lower Urban Room, APF 2017
Artist from Left to Right; Meredith Hendricks, Justin Diggle, Annastasia Copeland-Rynders, 
Nick Mendoza,  Andrew Rice, and Anna Hansen

Claire Taylor and Andrew Shaw, 2013



Matt Crane, 2019

Sage Patterson and Maddie Prado, 2019



Bonnie Cooper and Stephanie Costa, 2019

Steam Roller Prints, 2019



Rory Donahoe

Max Barnewitz

Sat, October 13

Noon–5pm

Main Library

Sat, October 13

Noon–5pm

Main Library

Alt Press Fest cele-brates zines, all forms 
of alternative press, and the awesome people who create it in Salt Lake City.

2018 ALT PRESS FEST

Main Library

210 East 400 South

801-524-8200

ARTWORK BIANCA VELASQUEZ

Bianca Velasquez,
APF 2018



Alt Press Fest 2011

Hand Drawn Photo Booth, 2019
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Athena Splett, APF 2016

Robin Banks, APF 2021


